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for sea or land forces; the garrisons all out of repair, the platforms decayed, the cannon unmounted ; the army divided, some for the Duke of York, others against him, and the officers of State the same thing ; the Parliament or the major part in a ferment, glad of these public divisions that they might the better clip the prerogative, lessen monarchy, and carry on their private designs ; the King and his brother divided, and so followed by the adverse party, who promised if he would grant to comply with them, and disinherit the Duke, they would set him at ease in all other particulars, that he scarcely know how to refuse.
The Duke of Monrnouth, whom the King personally loved very well, was manifestly in the councils against the Duke his uncle; for all his creatures in the House voted against him, and no men more in his esteem than the Earls of Shaftesbury, Essex, and other heads of that cabal. The reason of this was, that though the Duke of Monmouth was very handsome and accomplished as to his outside, his parts were not suitable; and Shaftesbury had persuaded him that were the Duke once disinherited, he had the fairest claim to the crown, either by the King's declaring he was married to his mother, or by his being made legitimate by Act of Parliament. To obviate this, the Duke of York had obtained of the King to declare openly in Council that the Duke of Monrnouth was his natural son, and that he was never married to his mother ; and yet there were many that did undertake to defend, that a witness was to be produced who was present at that wedding, and that there was a record of it kept in a black box in the custody of some of the Duke of Monmouth's friends.
May 21. The Lords voted that the bishops might be present at the trial of the Lords, and the Commons did commit the bill of exclusion. Upon the question, put for the said commitment, there were 240 affirmative, 128